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THE PULSE  
November 24, 2019   24th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
St. Charles Episcopal Church 
A church with a big heart, shining the light of Christ, 
joyfully serving others. 
 

Advent and Christmas Worship Notes from the Rector: 

Advent is a time of quiet preparation to receive Christ Jesus as the 
babe in the manger, and to anticipate his promised second coming. 
Both preparations anticipate a reign of peace on earth with Christ 
as our King and Savior. As we enter the season of Advent on 
December 1st, you will notice a few changes to the order of 
worship. 

1. We will be using Holy Eucharist Rite II, prayer B (page 367). 
This prayer has particular language that refers the 
Incarnation that is appropriate for the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas. “We give thanks to you, O God, for the 
goodness and love which you have made known to 
us...above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.”  

2. We will start each service with a prayer and song of praise 
as we light a candle on the Advent wreath for each of the 
four Sundays of Advent.  

3. We will begin praying on a weekly basis a collect for the 
election of our new Bishop instead of praying the prayer for 
“The Mission of Our Church.” We will continue to pray for 
the election of our new Bishop until the electing convention 
on June 20, 2020. 

4. On December 15th (Advent 3) we will have our final 
visitation from our current bishop, the Rt. Rev. Jeffrey D. 
Lee. We will have our customary order of worship at 
8:30A.M. At the 10:45A.M. service we will have a service of 
confirmation, which includes a renewal of baptismal vows 
for all in attendance. Confirmation is the adult affirmation 
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of one’s baptismal vows formally recognized with the laying 
on of hands of a bishop (BCP 412). 

At Christmastide (December 24th through January 5th) you will 
notice the following changes in the order of worship: 

1. We will not say the confession of sin, as this is a particularly 
celebratory time of year. The other season we suspend the 
confession is at Eastertide.  

2. On December 29th we will have only ONE service at 
9:30A.M. This is generally our lowest attended Sunday of 
the year. One service allows for a simpler Sunday for all of 
the ministers and although attendance is generally lower, if 
we are all together at one service it doesn’t feel that way! 

3. December 24th we will have two services for Christmas 
Eve: 5PM Family-Style Holy Eucharist; 10:00P.M. Classic 
Holy Eucharist with festive music led by our choir. 
Christmas Day December 25th at 10:00A.M. we will have a 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  

A few additional notes regarding worship in general: 
1. Some clarity about the use of the phrase “Alleluia, Alleluia” at 
the dismissal. Per the Book of Common Prayer (page 340 & 366) 
“From the Easter Vigil through the Day of Pentecost ‘Alleluia, 
alleluia’ may be added to any of the dismissals.” As clergy in the 
Episcopal Church, Deacon Steve and I are committed to following 
the rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer. Thus, we do not add 
“Alleluia, Alleluia” to the dismissal except during the Great 50 Days 
of Easter, also known as Eastertide. This not only respects the 
wisdom of those who wrote the Book of Common Prayer, it 
reserves this celebratory declaration to the season of Easter. In 
other words, when we only follow this custom in Eastertide it is 
particularly powerful and special. Like only saying Merry Christmas 
at Christmastime, not year round! Of course, none of us is perfect, 
and it is ok if we forget and an Alleluia slips out on occasion. But I 
respectfully ask that we pray together joyfully and in unison more 
times than not and reserve our extra Alleluias at the dismissal for 
Eastertide. If you are struggling with this rubric, please feel free to 
contact myself or Deacon Steve for further conversation.  
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2. We are formally moving to scheduling all of our Sunday Morning 
Liturgical Ministries at both the 8:30A.M. and 10:45A.M. services. 
This includes Ushers/Greeters, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, Acolytes, 
Lectors, and Intercessors. We will no longer be using the basket of 
worship roles at the 8:30A.M. service. And those serving in the 
roles of acolyte (crucifer, book holder, server) will be vested. This 
will be a gradual change and a new experience for some of us, so I 
ask for your cooperation and patience during this change. Also, you 
may be asked to be flexible and not always serve the same Sunday 
every month so that more people have the opportunity to serve 
God in worship. 
 
The following people are organizing these ministries:  
Acolytes (8:30 and 10:45A.M.) Regan Jancauskas; 
Lectors (8:30A.M.) Fay Viverito; 
Lectors (10:45A.M.) Catherine Huber; 
Intercessors (8:30A.M. and 10:45A.M.) Bo Smith; 
Ushers/Greeters (8:30A.M.) Larry Engel;  
Ushers/Greeters (10:45A.M.) Ed Manning. 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers (8:30A.M.) Maria Owen; 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers (10:45A.M.) currently scheduled by parish 
office, but we would welcome leadership in this ministry. Please 
contact me if you would like to be trained to serve as a Lay 
Eucharistic Minister. Otherwise, please contact these ministry 
leaders to serve. 
 
One final note, the majority of this coming Christmastide, I will be 
on a contemplative pilgrimage to Israel with a group of pilgrims 
from the Iona Center at the Seminary of the Southwest (Austin, 
Texas). This is my alma mater, and I am delighted beyond words to 
be on pilgrimage with our leaders, one of whom is a dear professor 
from my seminary days. I will be away December 27th through 
January 12th. (We will celebrate Orthodox Christmas in Bethlehem 
the evening of January 5th! Such a blessing!) I ask for your prayers, 
and I will hold all of you in my heart too. You will be well cared for 
the Sundays I am away by the Rev. Clint Moore. Emergency 
pastoral care will be covered by the Rev. Mike Rasicci.  
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Planning for our annual meeting on January 19th, 2020 is already 
underway. We will have one service that day at 9:30A.M. followed 
by a festive brunch and our annual meeting. I look forward to 
seeing you then after my time on pilgrimage and will share with 
you more about the pilgrimage experience in early 2020.  
Blessed Advent to you! 
Rev. Stacy 
 
VESTRY MINISTRY MINUTE: The vestry had a very full meeting in 
November. We accomplished a lot of housekeeping details. We 
would like to communicate some of the important topics 
discussed: 1) We discussed and approved a plan for refinancing the 
mortgage loan for 5 years, with the option of early repayment 
without penalty. 2) The vestry reviewed the report from the Light 
the Way Campaign survey and set out to prioritize the items to be 
completed. The debt repayment will be a top priority; but, once we 
get accurate bids for the other items, progress on those will begin 
as well. We hope to focus on the debt but also bring about some 
visual changes that are much needed at the church. 3)The vestry is 
prayerfully searching for a few people to fill the vestry positions for 
next year. Specifically, we are looking for one vestry member and a 
Jr. Warden. Please see either of the wardens (Kristin Madden or 
Dallas Heikkinen) or any member of the vestry if you would like 
more information. 4) The vestry approved the mission trip to Peru 
next June 2020. What an amazing opportunity to do outreach and 
evangelize for Christ. If you are interested, please contact Hugh 
Robinson. 
 
NEW OFFICE HOURS are as follows:   
Mon. & Wed. 12pm-5pm 
Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-2:30pm 
The office will be closed on Fridays. 
During the week of Thanksgiving the hours will be changed  
to Mon. 8-2m Tues. 8-2, Wed. 8-11.  
The office is closed Thursday for Thanksgiving and will also be 
closed on Friday. 
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Parish Forum on December 8th to feature Youth Confirmation 
Candidates: Please mark your calendars and plan to attend an all 
parish forum on Sunday, December 8th from 945AM to 1030AM in 
Ludtke Hall featuring our Youth Confirmation Candidates. They will 
be presenting their confirmation scripture life verses and sharing 
how God's word is inspiring them and guiding them in their life. 
Please keep all our confirmation/reception/reaffirmation 
candidates in your prayers. Confirmation candidates: Eli Balisi, 
Oscar Frontjes, Rowan Frontjes, Keara Richardson, Zoe Ulaszek, 
Ava Victor, Miranda Victor, Zach Petersen. Reception candidates: 
Jan Hoffman, Dan Hoffman, Linda Boerner, Barb Wolfrum. 
Reaffirmation candidate: Deb Sturges.  
 
NOVEMBER 17 ATTENDANCE & CONTRIBUTION REPORT 
98 members were in attendance between both services and 
donations received totaled $2,377.72. Thank you! Loose plate 
offerings are designated in the following ways: 
Week 1 – Building Fund 
Week 2 – Operations 
Week 3 – Rector’s Discretionary Fund 
Week 4 & 5 – Operations 
 
2020 ANNUAL PLEDGE DRIVE UPDATE: Letters and pledge cards 
have been mailed, please return all pledge cards by TODAY. If you 
have not received the pledge letter, please contact the office.  The 
Stewardship Committee will share campaign updates throughout 
the month. 25 pledge cards have been returned so far, with a gift 
amount of $79,832.00. Our goal for 2020 pledges is $316,250.00. 
Thank you for your support in Sharing our Faith Securing Futures 
2020! 
 
SEEKING VOLUNTEERS. Have you ever been curious about 
reading/leading the prayers of the people at our services? Now's 
your chance to get involved. We're seeking additional volunteers 
for the intercessors' ministry, especially for the early service. If you 
feel led to this special ministry, or have questions, please call Bo 
Smith at 630-263-9512. 
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GRANT AWARDED TO SCEC! SCEC are the proud recipients of an 
Episcopal Diocese of Chicago 2019  Hunger Committee grant in the 
amount of $225.00. These dollars will be used for our feeding 
ministries and in addition to the grant SCEC will also be featured as 
part of a display at the up coming Diocesan Convention. We have 
also been afforded the opportunity for one of our congregation to 
join the Hunger committee. If you have interest please contact Bob 
Madura for further information. 
 

GIFT CARDS make popular gifts, so plan now to buy yours to 
support the church. Sunday, Nov. 24, Dec. 1 and Dec. 8 the 
Fundraising Committee will again be selling gift cards in Ludtke Hall 
after both Sunday services. Choose from a huge inventory of 
nationally recognized brands including Jewel, Target, Kohl's, 
Walmart, Meijer, Home Depot, Amazon, Starbucks and more, all at 
just regular face value prices. Save shopping time. Cards will be 
delivered Sunday, Dec. 15 after both services in time for Christmas. 
For a complete list of cards available, visit ww.shopwithscrip.com. 
Thanks to your support, gift card sales raised about $600 for SCEC 
last year. 
  
COOKIE EXPRESS- BAKERS NEEDED! 
It’s become a tradition here at SCEC to spread some holiday 
cheer to those amongst us who have had some troubles over the 
last year. We plan to be gifting homemade cookies mid-December. 
Would you be able to contribute 2-4 dozen homemade cookies or 
provide us the name of someone you know who might appreciate 
being a recipient? If so, sign up in Ludtke Hall. Cookies should be 
dropped off by December 13.  
 
GRAB AN ANGEL TREE TAG! When you pick up an Angel Tree tag, 
you and The Salvation Army brighten Christmas for a child in need” 
Along with the familiar Red Kettles, the Angel Tree program is one 
of The Salvation Army's highest profile Christmas efforts. Angel 
Tree was created by The Salvation Army in 1979 by Majors Charles 
and Shirley White when they worked with a Lynchburg, Virginia 
shopping mall to provide clothing and toys for children at 
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Christmas time. Since then, the tradition has expanded and now is 
the cornerstone of The Salvation Army's Christmas efforts. Families 
who are struggling to meet the financial demands of day to day life 
question how they might provide a gift or two for their children on 
Christmas Day. Every child deserves to experience the joy of 
Christmas morning. And thanks to supporters of The Salvation 
Army’s Angel Tree program, 1500 children in the Fox Valley will 
find LOVE waiting under their Christmas trees this year. St. Charles 
Episcopal has been tasked with providing a warm, joyous 
Christmas for 50 local children this year. We can do it! How do I 
participate? First, Choose an angel tag from the tree in Ludke Hall. 
The tag has the name and age of the child in the Tri-Cities area 
with their wish list or clothing sizes. Place your name on the sign 
up list by the tree along with your phone number, and write down 
the codes for your angels-listed on the tags. Consider picking up an 
angel for your office or neighborhood Christmas gathering and 
share the excitement! Then let the fun begin! Shop for clothing 
and toys for your “angel”. You do not have to buy everything on 
the wish list-it is to give you an idea of what your “angel” would 
like. Please purchase new gifts and bring them back to church 
unwrapped and with the bottom half of the angel tag securely 
attached to the gift. Bring the top one home and place it on your 
own tree and add your “angel” to your prayers! Angel tree tags will 
be available Sunday, November 16th and must be returned no 
later than Sunday, December 1st. If you have any questions or are 
unable to get to church but would like to participate, Please call 
Katie Ditch at 630.607.2133 Thank you so much for your 
generosity! 

 
MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY FOR SCEC! “The church with a big 
heart:  shining light of Christ AND joyfully serving others.” 
One way to serve others is by building a safe, affordable home for 
a family, and now SCEC has the opportunity to fulfill the need in La 
Florida, Peru.  This ministry will be led by Hugh Robinson, a 
parishioner who has coordinated housing projects all over the 
world with Habitat for Humanity and The Fuller Center for 
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Housing.  Now The Fuller Center is offering SCEC a week build in 
mid June to help construct a brick home for a Peruvian family. 
We hope to have family and friends travel to Peru for the 
wonderful opportunity to serve others.  
Questions?  Hugh.robinson@sbcglobal.net 
 
ADVENT CALENDARS!  Children and their families are invited to 
make their own Advent calendars on Sunday, December 1st during 
the regular formation time. Instead of our weekly classes we will 
be gathering the materials to countdown to Christmas in a special 
way. Join us in Luedtke Hall at 9:45. 
  
UPCOMING SAVE THE DATES: Free Spaghetti Dinner today 11/24 
4:30 pm, 12/1/19 Advent Lessons & Carols 4pm, 12/15/19 Bishop 
Lee will be visiting for confirmation services.  Christmas Eve 
Services 5pm and 10pm, Christmas Day service 10am. Free  
Spaghetti Dinner 12/29, Lent retreat 2/29/2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Hugh.robinson@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Hugh.robinson@sbcglobal.net
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PRAYERS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 
For Thanks and Gratefulness: Jennifer & Brian Sloan, 
Chaz & Hannah 

 
For Healing and Intercession   Rosa F., Dave F., Linda & Carl C. 
We also include all those who are being prayed for by the 
Daughters of the King.  

 
For the Homebound    
Darlene Gillis, Norma Strait, & Judy Clark 
 
For those Seeking Employment    
Jessica Birk & Bo Smith 
 
For Discernment    
Tara Osborne 
 
For the Church Commissions of the Diocese: Congregations Commission; 

Commission on Ministry; Anti-Racism Commission 
And our Companion Dioceses of SE Mexico and Renk 
 
 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS for November 24, 2019 
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=290 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Luke 1:68-79  •  Colossians 1:11-20  •  Luke 23:33-43 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS for December 1, 2019 
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1 
Isaiah 2:1-5  •    Romans 13:11-14  •  Matthew 24:36-44 
 
  
 
 
 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=290
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=290
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
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  November 24 December 1 
  Proper 29 1st Sunday of Advent 
Lay Eucharistic 

Mini
sters 
(LE
M) 

  
8:30AM Maria Owen Deb Sturges 
10:45AM Katie Thomson Laura Graf 
  Healing Sunday Erik Balisi 
    
LECTORS   
8:30 AM Scott Judd Kathy Mertes 
10:45 AM Ed Manning Kristin Madden 

anning  Phyllis Otto Dan Hoffman 
    
USHERS   
8:30 AM Marina Morrow Larry Engel 
  Scott Judd  Barb Wolfrum  
10:45 AM Jim Bachman 

 
Charles Boerner 
      Charles Boerner Katie Thomson 

    
ACOLYTES   
10:45 AM open  open  
  open open 
    
INTERCESSORS   
10:45 AM Regan Jancauskas Kathy Heikkinen 
    
ALTAR BREAD 

BAK
ERS 

Shari Weil Sandy Parsons 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
    
   
ALTAR GUILD 

TEA
MS 

  
  Barbara Haase Kathy Mertes 
  Regan Jancauskas Maria Owen 
  Sandy Parsons Sarah Travis 
  Sandy Peterson 

Edwards 
C & L Boerner 

    
FLOWER TEAMS   
  Dottie Finatri Jody & Marina 
H.E.M. s   
  Katie T & Jan 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   

Sunday Worship Servers Schedule 
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VESTRY CLOSING   
  Dallas H.  Kristin Madden  
COFFEE CAFÉ 

HOS
TS (2 
peo
ple) 

  
8:30  Barb Wolfrum  open 

10:45                open         open   
  

 
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
 
Thursday, November 21 
 
Friday, November 22 
6:00am Church Cleaning 
9:15am Morning Prayer 
5:30pm  Al-Anon  
8:00pm  AA  
 
Saturday, November 23 
8:00am AA 
 
Sunday, November 24 
8:30am  Family Style Holy Eucharist Rite II with Healing Prayer 
9:30am Coffee Hour 1 
9:45am Choir warm-up, NO Youth Formation classes 
10:45am Classic Sung Holy Eucharist Rite II with Healing Prayer 
12:00pm Coffee Hour 2 
4:30pm         Free Spaghetti Dinner 
 
Monday, November 25 
5:30pm AA 
6:15pm  Education for Ministry Meeting  
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 
 
Tuesday, November 26 
5:00pm  AA 
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Wednesday, November 27 
2:00pm  Music Rehearsals & Preparation  
5:00pm  AA  
6:00pm Music Rehearsals & Preparation 
6:15pm  Men’s Cursillo Group 
 
Thursday, November 28 
THANKSGIVING DAY 
 
Friday, November 29 
6:00am Church Cleaning 
9:15am Morning Prayer 
5:30pm  Al-Anon  
8:00pm  AA  
 
Saturday, November 30 
8:00am AA 
 
Sunday, December 1 
8:30am  Family Style Holy Eucharist Rite II  
9:30am Coffee Hour 1 
9:45am Choir warm-up, and Advent Celebration for Children/ 

no classes 
10:45am Classic Sung Holy Eucharist Rite II  
12:00pm Coffee Hour 2 
4:00pm Advent lessons and carols 
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A prayer for the election of a Bishop 
 

The Standing Committee requests your prayers during 
this time of transition in our diocese for those who serve 
on the Search & Nomination Committee and all who may 
be discerning a call to be our next bishop. Please pray for 

them during weekly worship through the election 
convention in June of 2020.    

 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on 

your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 
choose a bishop for this Diocese that we may receive a 

faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us 
for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Household Prayer: Morning 

God of the new day, 
at the dawning of the first day  
you spoke creation into being and declared it good. 
You crafted each flower and vegetable  
and bird of the air and beast of the land, 
and there at all of it was Jesus the Christ.  
We give thanks for the dawning of this day  
and pray we might know your holy triune presence  
in all we see and do. 
Guard our hearts, minds, spirits, and bodies  
that we, too, might sing the goodness of creation  
and remember your call to be good stewards of it all. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Ever-present God, 
even on that dark day, in that dark place called the Skull,  
you were present to the suffering and those in pain. 
Be present to the suffering on this night, too, 
and rain down mercy and justice upon your beloved creation. 
Be with us and those we love this night, 
and bring us through to the dawning of a new day  
filled with righteousness, love, and peace. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People & Household Prayers from Feasting on the Word 
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RULE OF LIFE 
       at St. Charles Episcopal Church  

 
Our Rule of Life is how we live the Gospel daily.  

 

❖ Christ is the cornerstone of the church, and prayer is the 

foundation of our life together. 

❖ We come together in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

on a regular basis. 

❖ We listen to one another with the compassionate heart of 

Christ and ask questions for clarification. 

❖ We respect one another’s stories by listening and keeping 

their confidence. 

❖ We strive to practice forgiveness as we have been forgiven 

through Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

❖ We behave knowing God is in our midst. 

❖ We seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our 

neighbor as ourselves. 

❖ We respect the dignity of every human being. 

❖ We actively build worship, education service and giving, 
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The Right Rev. Jeffrey D. Lee, Bishop   bishop@episcopalchicago.org 
The Rev. Stacy Walker, Rector   RevStacy@stcharlesepiscopal.org 
The Rev. Deacon Steve Lowe deaconsteve@stcharlesepiscopal.org 
Dallas Heikkinen, Sr. Warden   heikki1205@sbcglobal.net 
Mark Downey, Director of Music   MusicMark@stcharlesepiscopal.org 
Kim Cole, Parish Administrator   scecoffice@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
 

994 N. Fifth Avenue, St. Charles, IL 60174-1227  (630) 584-2596 
www.stcharlesepiscopal.org 

mailto:RevStacy@stcharlesepiscopal.org
mailto:RevStacy@stcharlesepiscopal.org

