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RULE OF LIFE at St. Charles Episcopal Church 
 

Our Rule of Life is how we live the Gospel daily.  
 

 Christ is the cornerstone of the church, and prayer is the 
foundation of our life together. 

 We come together in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
on a regular basis. 

 We listen to one another with the compassionate heart of 
Christ and ask questions for clarification. 

 We respect one another’s stories by listening and keeping 
their confidence. 

 We strive to practice forgiveness as we have been forgiven 
through Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 We behave knowing God is in our midst. 

 We seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor 
as ourselves. 

 We respect the dignity of every human being. 

 We actively build worship, education, service and giving. 

 
Copyright Acknowledgement: All music reprinted with permission  

under GIA OneLicense.net #A-724299. Cover art, coloring sheet: churchart.com 
Mother’s Day prayer: Women’s Uncommon Prayers 
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Welcome!  We are pleased you are joining us today. Please share this service with your 
family, friends, and neighbors. For those in person today, please wear your mask 
throughout the service and maintain a minimum six-foot social distance with those from 
outside your  household. Hand sanitizer and soap are provided in our restrooms to assist 
with hand hygiene. We also ask that you refrain from singing. All these actions of love 
and service help protect us all, including the most vulnerable to serious illness, from 
contracting the Covid-19 coronavirus. Thank you, and God Bless you for your 
faithfulness. 
 
Voluntary     
Grand Plein Jeu et Fugue  Louis-Nicolas Clérambault (1676-1749) 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Opening Acclamation      
 
Celebrant:   Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
 People:    The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.                       BCP355 

 
Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you.      

 
Celebrant:  Let us pray: O God, you have prepared for those who love you 

such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our 
hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things 
and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all 
that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
First Reading Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for 
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 
"Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received 
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the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 98 

Cantate Domino 
 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the 
nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 

   
Second Reading 1 John 5:1-6 
 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 
and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that 
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we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 
conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the 
water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one 
that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
  
The Gospel               John 15:9-17 
 
Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.   † forehead, † mouth, † heart   

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 
abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete. 
 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You 
are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any 
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands 
so that you may love one another.” 
 
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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Dismissal      
 
Celebrant:  Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the 

power of the Spirit.       
 People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Voluntary   Dialogue sur les Grands Jeux Louis-Nicolas Clérambault 
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Celebrant:  Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:   Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
  
Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  BCP365 

 
Communion  
*Please follow directions of the ushers to come forward to receive your communion cup. 
Then return to your seat to reverently consume. There are receptacles in the hallway for 
your cups after the service has ended. Distribution of Home Communion elements from 
11AM to 11:30AM in rear parking lot. Please wear a mask, stay in your car, and wait 
for the minister to bring items to you. Please take communion home to reverently 
consume.  
 
Post Communion Prayer  
 
Celebrant:   Let us pray.  
All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 

accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now 
into the world in peace and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

      
Blessing  
 
Celebrant: The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant, make you prefect in every good 
work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in 
his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.   
   

 People:  Amen.  
 
 
 

___ 
5 

Sermon                The Rev. Deacon Steve Lowe  
 
Meditation Song   
A New Commandment  

 
A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one another 

As I have loved you. 
By this shall people know you are my disciples, 

If you have love one for another. 
 

Connie Copeland, Cantor 
 
Nicene Creed  
 
We believe in one God,  
   the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth,  
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
   the only Son of God,  
   eternally begotten of the Father,  
   God from God, Light from Light,  
   true God from true God,  
   begotten, not made,  
   of one Being with the Father.  
   Through him all things were made.  
   For us and for our salvation  
       he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
        and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
     he suffered death and was buried.  
     On the third day he rose again  
         in accordance with the Scriptures;   
     he ascended into heaven 
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       and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
   With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.  
   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
   We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
        and the life of the world to come.  Amen. BCP358 
  
 
 Prayers of the People     (Form VI) 
 The Leader and People pray responsively  
 
Intercessor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 Silence 
 
Intercessor: For all people in their daily life and work;  
All: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those 

who are alone. 
 
Intercessor:  For this community, the nation, and the world; 
All:  For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
Intercessor: For the just and proper use of your creation; 
All: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 

oppression. 
 
Intercessor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
All: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and 

the needy.  
Intercessor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
All: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the 

Truth. 
Intercessor: For Paula, our Bishop Elect, and for all bishops and other 

ministers;  
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All: We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

Celebrant: Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy 
Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying 
them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, 
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood 
of your Son Jesus Christ. 

 Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one 
body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise 
of your Name. 

 

 Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its 
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

 

 And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints 
who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in 
union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

 

 Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and 
glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Celebrant:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
                    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

Breaking of the Bread  
The priest breaks the consecrated Bread.  Silence is kept.  
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you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find 
you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 

  Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of 
 time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by 
         the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of 
  us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news 
  of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To 
  fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising 
  from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole 
  creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him 
who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own 
first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in 
the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his 
heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took 
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the dead, 
proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right 
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from 
the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise 
you and we bless you. 
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All: For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
Intercessor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  
 Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 
 
Intercessor Hear us, Lord;  
All: For your mercy is great.  
 
Intercessor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
  Silence  

The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

Intercessor: We will exalt you, O God our King;  
All: And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
Intercessor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your 

eternal kingdom. 
 Silence  

The People may add their own petitions 
 
Intercessor: Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
All: Who put their trust in you.  
 
Celebrant: On this Mother’s Day, we give thanks to God for the divine gift 

of motherhood in all its diverse forms. Let us pray for all the 
mothers among us today; for our own mothers, those living and 
those who have passed away; for the mothers who loved us and 
for those who fell short of loving us fully; for all who hope to be 
mothers someday and for those whose hope to have children has 
been frustrated; for all mothers who have lost children; for all 
people who have mothered others in any way – those who have 
been our substitute mothers and we who have done so for those 
in need; and for the earth that bore us and provides us with our 
sustenance. We pray this all in the name of God, our great and 
loving Mother. Amen. 

 
Celebrant: Almighty God, source of life and creator of light: For generations 

you have blessed St. Charles to be bearers of your healing love to 
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a broken world in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Inspire us 
to give generously from the gifts you have given to each of us as 
we invest in our capital campaign so that St. Charles may with 
your guidance and wisdom Light the Way to your saving love for 
generations to come. We ask this in the name of the blessed 
Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit--One God forever and ever. 
Amen. (Light the Way campaign prayer) 

Celebrant: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; 
my own peace I leave with you:” Regard not our sins, but the 
faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that 
heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you 
live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

Peace  
 
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:  And also with you.  BCP360 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  
 an offering and sacrifice to God.  

 
Offertory Anthem   
Love One Another John Bell (b. 1948) 
 

Love one another for love is of God. 
Those who live in love, God lives in them. 

Those who show love are the children of God; 
Father and mother is God to each of them. 
God showed his love in the face of the Son; 

Christ lives in us so that we might live through him. 
Love has no place for the menace of fear; 
Fear is abandoned where love is found. 
Love has its purpose in God’s holy will; 

We learn to love from the one who loved us first. 
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The Great Thanksgiving  
Eucharistic Prayer D 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Celebrant: It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; 
for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light 
inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all 
things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to 
rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you 
night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, 
they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and 
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, 
and glorify your Name, as we say, 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

Celebrant: We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty 
works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your 
own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all 
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, 
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy 


